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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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"The Right to Information, The Right to Live'' 
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PART 1 PRODUCT PACKAGING 
Section 2 Tobacco and Tobacco Products 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards 
Institution on 28 May 1986, after the draft finalized by the Packaging 
Code Sectional Committee had been approved by the Marine, Cargo 
Movement and Packaging Division Council. 

0.2 The packaging code is being issued in several parts as follows, each 
having one or more sections. 

Part 1 Product packaging 

Part 2 Packaging materials 

Part 3 Ancillary materials 

Part 4 Packages 

Part 5 Packaging operations 

Part 6 Storage and transportation 

Part 7 Packaging machinery 

0.2.1 This section (Part 1/See2) of the packaging code deals v^rith 
packaging of tobacco and tobacco products. 

0.3 Tobacco and tobacco products are easily damaged, and atmospheric 
Conditions or impacts in transportation may render them useless. It is, 
therefore, very important not only to manufacture quality products but 
also to ensure adequate packaging to protect them against transportation, 
handling and storage hazards. Tobacco for export is subjected to 
customs restriction on moisture content which makes it imperative to 
have perfect waterproof packing of the material. The following two 
standards have already been published on packaging of tobacco for 
export: 

IS : 4698-1968 Code of practice for seaworthy packing of 
unmanufactured cigarette type tobacco, and 

IS : 7992-1976 Plywood cases for packing tobacco for export. 
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1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard (Part 1/Sec2) of the code lays down guidelines on 
packaging of tobacco and tobacco products, 

2. TERMINOLOGY 

2.1 For the purpose of this code, the terms and definitions given in 
IS : 10335-1982* shall apply. 

3 PACKAGING 

3,0 The items being of a varied nature, the packaging of each type of 
tobacco and tobacco product is given separately. 

3A GigATeltcs — Cigarettes shall be packed m\ 

a) unit packs of 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 or any other convenient number 
in, 

i) folding box board packs; 

ii) soft packs of paper, foil or other flexible laminates; 

iil) flat boxes of folding box board, rigid plastics or tin; or 

b) unit packs of 50's in 

i) round hermetically sealed tin containers; 
ii) round rigid plastic containers; or 
iii) fiat boxes of rigid plastics or tin. 

3.1*1 The cigarettes may be packed after initially bundling them in 
paper, foil or other laminates. Liners may be provided inside the 
metallic packs. The unit packs may also be individually over-wrapped 
v^ith moisture-proof film, 

3*1.2 The secondary pack may be of suitable number of units packs 
( 200 to 5 000 ) in bundles or cartons of paper, paper laminates stretch or 
shrink wrap films or folding box boards. The bulk packaging shall be 
in corrugated fibreboard containers, wooden boxes, stretch or shrink 
wrap packages to contain 5 000 to 15 000 cigarettes. 

3,1.3 The unit packs, bundles, cartons and bulk packages shall be 
suitably printed, labelled or marked for identification of contents. 



♦Glossary of terms for tobacco and tobacco products. 
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3.2 Cigars and Cheroots — These s;hall be packed in packets of 5, 

10, 23, 50 or 100. Each such packet shall consist of a wooden, tin, 
rigid plastic or cardboard box opemng only at the top, or a paper 
wrapper completely closed on all sides and with all outer edges gummed 
down. Each cigar or cheroot shall invariably be made identifiable to 
its trade brand of manufacture by means of a special ring label. The 
packets shall further be psacked in bulk containers. The units packs and 
the bulk containers shall be suitably printed, labelled or marked for 
identification of contents. 

3.3 Bidls — Sorted bidis, excluding ^Mtf«/ (rejects) shall be packed in 
bundles of 10, 20, 25 and 50 in paper. These bundles in turn shall be 
packed in packets to contain 500 or 1 000 bidis. The packets shall then 
be packed in bulk in wooden, corrugated fibreboard or Solid fibreboard 
containers. The unit packs and the bulk containers shall be suitably 
printed, labelled or marked for identification of contents. 

3.4 SnufF— It shall be packed in unit quantities of 10 g, 50 g, 100 g, 

200 g, 500 g, or 1 000 g, in glass or tinplate containers with a temper- 
proof seal or in plastic laminated pouches. Suitable number of unit 
packs shall then be packed in bulk wooden corrugated fibreboard or 
solid fibreboard containers. The unit packs and the bulk containers shall 
be suitably printed, labelled or marked for identification of contents. 

3.5 Tobacco ( Including Chewing Tobacco ) — It shall be packed in 
tinplate container with a temper-proof seal or in plastic/laminated 
pouches in unit quantities of 10 g, 12*5 g, 15 g, 50 g, 250 g or 500 g. 
Suitable number ot unit packs shall then be packed in bulk wooden, 
corrugated fibreboard or ^.oUd fibreboard containers. The unit packs 
and the bulk containers shall be suitably printed, labelled or marked 
for identification of contents. 

3.5.1 Tobacco for export shall be packed in either wooden ca^es or in 
jute gunny or hessian bales. { For details, see IS : 7992-1976'^ and 

lS:4698-1968t). 

3.5.1.1 The export packs for tobacco leaves may be a suitably 
designed corrugated fibreboard container. The wooden or corrugated 
fibreboard containers shall be suitably lined with appropriate waterproof 
barrier. The container shall be suitably printed, labelled or marked 
for identification of contents, 

3.6 Smoking Mixture — It shall be packed in sealed unit packs of 25^ 
50 or 100 g, in pouches or sachets of flexible plastic films or laminates, 



•Specification for plywood cases for packing tobacco for export, 

fCode of practice for seaworthy packing of unmanufactured cigarette type tobacco. 
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or in tin containers suitably lined with paper or board. The unit packs 
shall be packed in suitable size of bundles or cartons which shall be 
finally packed in bulk wooden, corrugated fibreboard or solid fibreboard 
containers. The unit packs and bulk packages shall be suitably printed, 
labelled or marked for identification of contents. 

3.7 Tendu Leaves — Tendu leaves shall be sorted in bundles of 50 or 
100 leaves known as *pudas' for drying process. The pudas, after 
necessary processing, shall be filled tightly in sound and clean gunny 
bags. The bags shall be securely closed and properly sealed. 



